Peacemakers are needed
in a world of uncivility

submitted my tirst In-
terfaith Voices article
fo the newspaper.

I wrote on “Civility"
and included this para-
grapli: A vear fEoim
now we will be entering
into the final strateh of
a presidential election.
Elections don™t Llend Lo
represent hallmarles of
civility, but we can still
exercise a respect for
others in our personal
conversations, writings
and pestings about can-
didates end issues, even
if we dis-
ETS (g
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2023, and
unfortu-
nately the
lack of ¢i-
vility bias
continued
to apiral out
af control.
Polarizalion has spread
bevond politics into a
lack of courlesy in gro-
cery stores, on the high-
way, on airplanes and
within schoal boards,
and has even divided
families.

Gordan B, Hinekley
(1210-2008}, the 15th
prexident of The Church
nf Jesus Christ of Lat-
Ler-day Saints, shared
that civility is the root of
civilization, “It carries
with it the essenee of
courtesy, politeness and
consideration nf nthers.
All of the education and
aecomplishments in the
world will not count tor
much unless they are
accompanied by marks
of gantility, of raspect
for others, of going the
cxtes mile, of serving as a
Good famaritan.”

1 remernlyer wlien Lwo
local state legislators,
Demaocratic Sen. Clifford
Trow and Republican
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ABOUT INTERFAITH VOICES

The weskly “Interfatth Vpices™ rolumn includes a regular ro-

tation of writers representing the broad spectrum of spiritual
waices throughout the mid-valley, The column 15 coordinated

by the Reverend Rarbara Mixon, wha can be ernailed zt

rewbabs2e00seEmail.com.

Rep. Tony Van Viiek,
worked aceoss the aisle
on legislation. They
were also friends and
respacted ane another,
In the 19400=, tormer Re
publican 1.5, Sen. Gor-
don Smith and current
Diemocrat U.5, Sen. Ron
Wyden traveled across
Oregon together, speak-
ing at town halls, model -
ing civil dialogne.

Ihese leaders give us
exemples of peacemak -
ing.

Civility can permeate
our society, but this ve-
quires peacemakers. The
current Prophet of The
Chureh of Jesus Christ of
Latker-day Saints i Rus-
sell M. Nelaon. One nf his
significant messages to
the world calls for peace -
makers.

He mipeed no words
when he recently stated,
“Wouris the time to cease
insisting that it iz wour
wWay o1 no way. Now is
the fime to stop deing
things that make others
walk on eggshells for
fear of upsetting you.

Tf vor werhal arzenal is
tilled with insults and
accusations, now isthe
time to put them away. ...
Anger never persuades,
Hostility builds no one.
Contention never leads
to inspired solutions ...
=1 am greatly con-
cerned that so0 many
people seem o believe
that it iz completely ac-
captable to condemn,
malign, and vilify anyone
wha does not agree with
them. .. Contantion is a

choice. Peacemaking is

i cloice. You bave vour
agency to choose con-
tention or reconciliation.
... I Bless vou to replace
belligerence with be-
seeching, snimosity with
understanding, and con-
tention with peece

He encourages us to
apeak with lowe, avoid
compelition or thinking
wie know best, gently
defend our positions, he
led by the spirit in con-
versations, and £ill our
aouls with the pure love
of Chrlst. Though Jesus
Christ had every rea-
son to feel maligned, he
turned the other cheel,
taught the importance
of Inving neighbors, and
treated all as children of
aloving God.

We each have flaws.
Perhaps we can consider
whether our outbursts
and angear are rooted in
aur personal inadegqua-
eles and disappoinl-
ments.

Peacemaking does not
require egreement or

reaching the same ¢com-
clusions, The LS, Con-
stitution survived the
ntt-embattled Consti
tutional Conwention and
wis finally ratified when
radically different dale-
gates listaned, reasoned,
and compromised,

Though we may not be
elected officials with an
aisle designating polit-
ical persuasion, we are
community members,
neighborhoods aud Lo -
ilies stroggling with our
rown barriers. It may he
language, culture, reli-
ginm, palitics or relation
ships.

How, as an individ-
usl, can each cfus be a
peacemaker with a fo-
cus on huilding hridges
rather than walls of con-
tantion? Ciwility might
be the first step in that
direction,

alice H. Kampron is a
member of The Charch of
lesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, she co-directs

2 nonprofit agency for
Ukrainian children Lhrough
the Carvallis Sister Cities
Association, volunteers

far the Benton County His-
tarical Museum, and has
co-authored a book for
grieving parents. she and
her hushand, Mark, are the
parants of seven children.
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