Peacemakers are needed
in a world of uncivility

submitted my first In-
terfaith Voices article
b Ehe newspaper.

I werote on “Clvility™
and included this para-
grapl: “A vear from
now we will be entering
into the final stratch of
a presidential election,
Elections dont Lend e
represent hallmarks of
civility, but we can still
exercise a respect for
others in our personal
conversations, writings
and postings aboul can-
didates and issues, even
if we dis-
AT

It"s nowr
2023, and
unfartu-
nutely the
lack of ci-
vilily has
continued
to apiral out
of control,
Polarizalion has spread
bevond politics into a
lack of courlesy in gra-
cery stores, on the high-
way, nn airplanes and
within schoal hoards,
and has even divided
families.

Fordon B, Hinckley
(1510-2008}, the 15th
prasident ot The Church
of Jesus Christ of Tat-
ter-day Saints, shared
that civility is the root of
civilization, “It carries
with it the essence of
courtesy, politeness and
consideration nf nthers.
All of the education and
gecomplishments in the
world will not count tor
much unless they wre
gecompanied by marks
of gentility, of Taspect
for others, of going the
exbra mile, of serving as a
Good Samaritan.”

| pemeiber wlien Lwo
local state legislators,
Damaocratic Sen. Clifford
Trow and Republican
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ABOUT INTERFAITH VOICES

The weskly “Interfatth Vnices™ ralumn inrludes a regular ro-

tation of writers representing the broad spectrum of spirioval

wgices throughout the mid-valley, The column s coordinatod
by the Reverend Barbara Mixon, wha ran be emailad at

rewbabs2e00eemail.cam.

Rep. Tony Van ¥Vliet,
worked across Lhe aisle
on legislation. They
weare algo friends and
respected one another,
Inthe 19905, former Re
publican 1.5, Sen. Gar-
don Smith and current
Demoerat U5, Sen, Ron
Whyden traveled across
Oregon together, speak-
ing at town halls, model -
ing civil dialogue.

Ihese leaders give us
exumples of peacemak-
ing.

Ciwility can permeate
ol society, but this re-
quires peacemakers. The
current Praphet of The
Chureh of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is Rus-
sell M. Nelson. One of his
significant messages to
the world calls for peace-
makers.,

He mineed no words

when he recently stated,
"Wow is the time to cease
insisting that it is vour
Way or no way. Now is
the fime to stap deing
things that make others
walk on eggshells for
fear of upzetting you.
Tf vonr werhal arsenal is
tilled with insults and
accusations, now iz the
time te put them away. ...
Anger never persuades,
Hastility builds no one.
Contention never leads
to inspived solutions ...

=1 amn greatly con-
cerned that so many
people seem Lo believe
that it i= completely ac-
captahle to condemn,
malign, and wilifv anprone
who does not agree with
them. .., Contention is a

choice, Peacemaking is
achoice, You lave vour
agency to choose con-
tention ot reconciliation.
.. Ihless you to replace
belligerence with be-
seeching, snimosity with
understanding, and con-
tention with pesce™

He encourages us to
apeak with love, avoid
competition or thinking
we know best, gently
defend our positions, he
led by the spirit in con-
versations, and £ill our
souls with the pure love
of Christ. Though Jesus
Christ had every rea-
gomn to teal maligned, he
turned the other cheek,
taught the importance
of Inving neighbors, and
treated all as children of
a loving God,

Weeach have tlaws.
Perhaps we can consider
whether our outbursts
and anger are rooted in
aur personal inadegna-
eles and disappoinl -
ments.

Peacemaking does not
require ggreemant or

reaching the same con-
clugions, The U5, Con-
stitution survived the
ntt-embattled Consti
tutional Conventicon and
wis finally ratified when
radically different dale-
gates listened, reasoned,
and compromized,

Though we may not be
elected officials with an
aisle designating polit-
ical persuasion, we ate
community membears,
neighborhoods and fam-
ilies struggling with our
own batriers. Tt may he
language, culture, reli-
ginn, politics or relation
ships.

How, as an lndivid-
ugl, can each of us be &
peacamaker with a fo-
cus om hoilding hridges
rather than walls of con-
tention? Ciwility might
Lre the first step in that
direction.
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